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What is MEDIN?

Group of organisations, tools and resources 

providing access to UK marine environmental data

? ? ? ? ?



What is MEDIN?

Open partnership of UK organisations

Funded by 14 sponsors

Report to Marine Science Coordination Committee

Hosted by the National Oceanography Centre

? ? ? ? ?



MEDIN’s aim

To improve access to, and management of, UK 

marine environmental data and information.

? ? ? ? ?

Hub ExpertiseStandards



Network of specialist Data Archive Centres

Local data 

holders

www.oceannet.org/finding_data/search/full

http://www.oceannet.org/data_submission
http://www.oceannet.org/finding_data/search/full


Marine Discovery Metadata Standard



Is it working? – data coverage

Density of datasets made available on the MEDIN Portal

• MEDIN has greatly increased access to marine data since its inception

• Marine data is available across all areas of the UK

> 12,000 

datasets

> 400 

organisations



Is it working? – are data being re-used

Requests for data at the MEDIN Data Archive Centres
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>5 million requests for data

>30 times more than 2011-12



Sharing expertise

Created a legacy by training hundreds of current 

and next generation of marine experts.

? ? ? ? ?



Challenges

? ? ? ? ?

Sensor Web Enablement



Challenges

Marine environmental data are used by a broad 

range of users with disparate needs and priorities. 

Challenge is to be relevant to as many users as 

possible.

? ? ? ? ?



Aspiration

I want access to data within ‘2 clicks’ of finding it

? ? ? ? ?



There’s data out there, but we can’t 
always see it

http://xkcd.com/
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ESCAPE AT LAST

http://xkcd.com/ + Clare P



How can I get involved?

I want to find more marine data

I want to open up access to my data

I want to improve data management

Become a MEDIN partner

Visit website medin.org.uk

Email: cfpo@bodc.ac.uk

? ? ? ? ?



Building partnerships

A network of over 50 partners committed to 

providing access to, and stewardship of, UK 

marine data 

? ? ? ? ?




